
Hello Brothers and Sisters of the Great “31”! 

Unfortunately, I am going to postpone July 18, 2020 Union Meeting as I have the previous meetings. I 

want to make sure the membership understands why our meetings have been postponed and why we 

have postponed our General Election as well.  

Let me first say the Coronavirus is at the heart of all these local’s issues with our union meetings and 

elections. The Election Committee had a meeting in early March and had the election rules ready for the 

membership to vote on at the March 21, 2020 meeting. Unfortunately, COVID-19 was taking over and 

the country, Kansas and Wyandotte County were asking people to limit gatherings. Also, UAW President 

Gamble sent out a directive to all UAW local unions to postpone all union meetings until further notice 

the week of March 16th.  

So, as you see this was prior to our union meeting in March. Which means the membership could not 

vote on the rules. As frustrating as it may be these are the facts as we know them.  Facts!! The 

guidelines for the virus have changed over the last few months state to state. A month ago, I asked the 

International to allow us to have a union meeting so the membership could vote on the rules and we 

could have our election. They granted us a union meeting. That was good news and bad news because 

we were told that we must still follow the guidelines of the state of Kansas and Wyandotte County for 

social distancing. I felt after I had the fire department come from Wyandotte County and give us a true 

capacity for the hall in square footage, we could pull it off. The problem we have is Kansas and 

Wyandotte County are still in phase 3 for the virus. Kansas will only allow 90 people in a gathering and 

Wyandotte County will only allow 45 people in a gathering. So, I went to the Wyandotte County Health 

Department to ask for a ruling based on both sides capacity of our hall to see if we could have the 

meeting practicing social distancing. We are waiting for an answer.  

As most of you know I am on all committees as president, but I am not on the Election Committee. They 

are governed only by their committee and the International. It is up to them how the election would 

proceed and be administered. 

Thank you for all you have done and for all you are going to do for this local.  

In Solidarity,  

 

Clarence E. Brown (C.B.) 

President  


