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RETIREE BENEFITS
Hello Brothers and Sisters,
We miss you all and hope you are healthy and safe!!

Cont. on page 4

PRESIDENT’S ARTICLE
Hello Brothers and Sisters of the
Great 31,
Region 4 CAP
CONFERENCE
For those of you who do not
know it the “31” is now a member of Region 4 UAW. Ron
McInroy, Director and Brad
Dutcher, Assistant Director. 680
Barclay Blvd, Lincolnshire, IL.
60069. I went down to the CAP
Conference and was very impressed with the leadership and
facility.
Members of the CAP Conference of Local 31 and myself
attended the Region 4 CAP
Conference at the Pat
Greathouse Center in Ottawa,
IL. At this conference we not
only educated ourselves on CAP
and the upcoming 2020 Elections, we learned a lot about a
region that has a rich and fascinating history. 21 years before
Walter Reuther unveiled his
education center for UAW
members in Black Lake, MI., Pat
Greenhouse delivered on his
vision in 1949 for uniting UAW
members in Illinois and Iowa
area with the Ottawa Union
Center. With the increase of
union membership growing daily
and segregation through out the
area and country, Pat
Greathouse and the UAW took
action. Their goal was to bring
UAW members together to
learn, eat and lodge free of discrimination.
Discrimination of African American workers during this time
was the social standard of the
day, but Pat Greathouse and the
UAW opposed segregation and
discrimination and began looking
for centrally located property. In
June 1949, started raising funds
to buy a former tuberculosis
sanitarium on 14 acres overlooking the Illinois river. Under
Greathouse leadership individual
members and locals through out
the Region 4 chipped in enough
to buy the facility, retool it for
UAW needs and have it ready to
use by September of 1949. From
the beginning, the center was
electrifying as it joined members
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for inspirational talks that can
only happen by being together.
•
UAW members finally had been
union brothers and sisters could
come together with out racial
discrimination and anti-unionism.
The “31” will now add its histo- •
ry to Region 4 and that can only
be a good thing. I will continue
this CAP Conference next
month.

cards or by wiring money.
Ignore online offers for
vaccinations and home test
kits. There are no products
proven to treat the COVID
-19 at this time.
Watch for emails claiming
to be from the CDC. Use
sites like coronavirus.gov
and usa.gov/coronavirus to
get the latest information
and don’t click on links you
MINDFUL MEALS
don’t know.
Meals provide a gently pause
I will close with this, if a deal just
within our days, yet so often we seems to be to good to be true!!
forget them. We eat grab and go
It most likely is.
style, shoveling food into our
TOP WAYS TO KEEP
faces and never bothering to
YOUR EYES HEALTHY:
even sit down, sometimes forHave you thought about its time
getting food altogether. But
to start taking better care of my
meals are a traditional time to
eyes? Well, here are a few best
stop and pray, giving thanks for
practice tips.
the food that sustains us in life.
• UV Rays can lead to cataFew things are more mindful
racts, eyelid skin cancers
than saying a grateful blessing,
even melanoma in and
enjoying the awareness of taste
around the eyes. Look for
and smell and enjoying a meal
wrap around sunglasses
with people you love. Do we
with 100% UVA/UVB protake simple enjoyments for
tection.
granted or should we enjoy
•
You can eat colorfully.
them while we have them?
Leafy greens are great
sources of lutein and zeCORONAVIRUS SCAM’S
axanthin, two antioxidants
The Coronavirus scams are
that help protect vision.
here and will be around for a
Vitamin C rich fruits
while, below I have put together
(oranges and grapefruits)
a few tips not just for our reetc. are also good to eat is
tired members but all members.
carrots.
This new crop of hackers is
targeting not only senior citizens • Don’t Smoke: It damages
the blood vessels in the
but anyone who will let them
eyes and puts you at risk
have the information they need
for macular degeneration
to take your money, your perthe leading cause of blindsonal information or both the
ness after age 60 in the US.
FBI said.
MEMORIES AT HOME:
• Protect yourself and do
your research before click- As I write my article this month
being at home is something we
ing on links that say these
have all done more than we have
providing information on
in a long time. Below are some
the virus.
• Do your homework before ideas for family memories.
donating to a charity online • Family Costume Party:
Dress up as your favorite
or through social media or
character’s for dinner and
purchasing products on
play their parts. See if eveline.
ryone can guess your part
• Be very careful giving up
•
Clean out the closets
your personal information
and desks. This is a great
in order to receive money
time to tackle an organizing
or other benefits.
project you’ve been ne• Never donate in cash, gift
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Paper Air Plane Show:
Make paper airplanes. See
who can fly the farthest, fastest and longest prizes for best
designing.
Puppets: Make puppets with
old socks.
Bake: Open the cookbook
and bake a new dessert or
make grandma’s best cookies.
Scavenger Hunt: Make up
an at home scavenger hunt
and award a prize for the
fastest person to complete
the hunt.
Formal Night: Set the table
with your best dishes and
candles and serve a fancier
meal. Let kids help make a
special dessert.
Spa Night: Manicures, Pedicures and facials.
Fashion show: Dress up and
put on a fashion show with all
the accessories.
Night at the Museum:
Take the kids on a tour of
your family museum. Tell
them the stories behind old
pictures, family heirlooms etc.

NATIONAL HEALTHCARE
DECISIONS DAY
April 16th was NHDD day and only
37% of Americans have documents
spelling out end of life wishes or
instructions in case they’ re unable
to make medical decisions for
information on what you might
need and to get started visit

NHDD.org. I got this from Better
Homes and Gardens but this
sounds like it might be done
through our legal benefits as well.
UAW HISTORY 1941
After striking for 10 days, UAW
wins union shop, dues checkoff
and grievance procedure in first
contract. UAW International executive board adopts a no strike
pledge. After war breaks out between the United Sates and Japan.
CHILD IDENTITY THEFT:
A child’s social security number
can be used by identity thieves to
apply for government benefits,
open bank and credit card accounts, apply for a loan or utility
services, or rent a place to live.
Many school forms require personal and sometimes sensitive
information. Find out how your
child’s information is collected,
used, stored and destroyed. Your
child’s information is protected by
law. Asking schools and other
organizations to safeguard your
child’s information can help minimize your child’s risk of identity
theft. If you think your child’s
identity is at risk call the credit
report to see if the child’s information is being misused. If it is,
visit identitytheft.gov. It’s a good
idea to check whether your child
has a credit report close to the
child’s 16th birthday. If there is you
will have time to correct it before
they apply for a job or loan. Re-

member, if you put a freeze on the
credit you will need to lift it before
they apply for any credit.
THE WAITING GAME!!!
I am confident that this membership has leaders who for whatever
reason are waiting to make their
move. So trust me when I tell you
that we can always find reasons to
delay taking action and making
changes. I will wait for this or I will
wait for that. I am going to wait for
the next election, or I am going to
wait until next month. There will
always be something or someone
we can wait for. If your waiting for
that perfect time it’s not going to
happen. The people who make
things happen and make real
changes in the unions or anything
else are people who do not wait
for others to take action. Change
will not come if we wait for some
other person or some other time.
We are the ones we’ve been waiting for, we are the change we seek
this local needs you. So make that
move and help!!
In Solidarity,

President, Clarence E. Brown

RETIREE RECREATION
Sisters and Brothers,
It seems the world
came to a screeching halt on
March 11, 2020, at least here in
our country. It is the most trying time we have had to face in
most of our lifetimes. We are a
strong nation, full of compassionate people. There is proof
of it every time we turn on the
TV. Just as strong UAW members struggled and won the battles inside the plant, there are
strong heroes in action everywhere, all over this country.
Meantime, we follow the rules,
we use technology to send cyber
hugs to family and friends, we

pick up the phone and cherish
the voices on the other end, we
hope and we pray. We can do
this. Whatever it takes, for
however long it takes, we can
do this. We know there is a
reward at the end of this hard
battle.
As of this writing, our
recreation plans have also come
to a halt. We have no idea
when the New Theatre or the
Prairie Band Casino will reopen.
Please don’t send in your money for anything until we know
what will happen. If you already
have, it will be returned to you
if we don’t go. We won’t come

together as a group again until it is
safe to do so. Until then, follow
the rules, stay safe and stay
healthy. God is blessing us with
the sounds of spring - there is
beauty and happiness and new life
right outside the door. We are
grateful for the little things!
UAW Local 31 Retiree
Recreation Committee
Libby Dantzler, Nancy Keith, Kelli
Saucerman, Susan Simmons
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Governor Laura Kelly introduces plan to safely, gradually
re-open Kansas, get state back to work.
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UAW Local 31
Executive Board
President
Clarence E. Brown
Vice President
Dontay M. Wilson
Recording Secretary
Jakara Humphrey
Financial Secretary
Cindy Crable
Trustees
Tracy L. Smith
Zokie Simien-Jackson
Leo Carrillo
Sgt. At Arms
Melvin Prince
Guide
Latisha Dunnell
Shop Chairman
Johnny McEntire
Retiree Rep.
Bill Folsom

RETIREE MONTHLY MEETING
To be determined

Women’s Committee
The Women's Committee
would like for the membership know they are in
our prayers. We are also
offering our Condolences
to the families that have
lost loved ones during this
COVID 19 pandemic.
We would like to offer

Well Wishes to Diane
Loasching for her retirement. She will be truly
missed. WE LOVE
YOU DIANE!!!!!
Thank you
The Women's Committee
(WC)

11:00 AM.
The regular retiree union meetings are held on the third Tuesdays of each month except for
July and August. The meeting
begins at 11:00 am followed
by a potluck lunch. Please
bring a large covered
side dish.
Spouses are welcome.
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Chaplaincy
When Benjamin Franklin was confronted by a disgruntled American,
complaining that his country had
failed to provide him with the happiness it had promised, Franklin is said
to have smiled and calmly replied,
“The Constitution only gives people
the right to pursue happiness. You
have to catch it yourself.” Similarly,
Jesus gave His life to ransom ours,
but we must join Peter confessing
that Jesus is the Christ, and accepting
Him as our Savior, if we are to receive the eternal life He has for us.

a sermon with this declaration:”In the
language of the Holy Writ, there is a
time to preach and a time to fight.
And now is the time to fight.” He
then threw off his clerical robes to
reveal the uniform of a Revolutionary
Army officer. That afternoon, at the
head of three hundred men, he
marched off to join General Washington’s troops and became colonel
of the 8th Virginia Regiment.
Ministers turned the colonial resistance into a righteous cause not
only from the pulpit, but also in state
legislatures and on the battlefield
where they served at every level in
Patriot’s Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for giving Your the conflict, from military chaplains
life to pay the debt for my sins. Toto taking up arms and leading troops
day give me an opportunity to tell
into battle.
someone about the gifts of forUltimately, the Continental Army
giveness and eternal life that You
captured two key British armies at
Saratoga in 1777 and Yorktown in
have given me.
1781. That is when the prophetic
words of Patrick Henry to His fellow
Patriot’s Promise
“Whoever calls on the name of the
Virginians proved true: “ Three milLord shall be saved”(Romans10:13)
lions of people, armed with the holy
cause of liberty, and in such a country
as that which we possess, are invinciEcclesiastes3:1
ble by any force which our enemy
can send against us.”
To everything there is a season, a
time for every purpose under heaven.
Patriot’s Prayer
America’s fighting Preachers
Lord, thank You for pastors who
In 1775, the Lutheran pastor John
walk their talk, who live what they
Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg concluded
preach, who model for us godly liv-

ing. Keep me faithful in praying for
my pastors.
Patriot’s Promise
1John4:18
“ There is no fear in love; but perfect
love cast out fear”
God Bless!
Paul Nichols

The Executive Board and Membership of UAW Local 31
would like to extend their deepest sympathies
to the families and friends of the following members who passed away recently

Gary Scherba

Robert A. Tolliver

Dean R. Bates

Curtis R. Shope

Jim C. Tarwater

Clifford G. Eldred

Joined: September 1990
Retired: March 1, 2020
Dept: 50
Passed: March 29, 2020

Joined: January 1984
Retired: April 2016
Dept: 45
Passed: April 13, 2020

Joined: September 1969
Retired: January 2011
Dept: 85
Passed: April 15, 2020

Joined: December 1952
Retired: June 1982
Dept: Unknown
Passed: March 5, 2020

Joined: September 1968
Retired: January 2005
Dept: 41
Passed: April 22, 2020

Joined: November 1970
Retired: February 1993
Dept: 50
Passed: April 17, 2020
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CHAPLAINCY
Jesus Offers Hope for Bad Decisions
By Rick Warren — May 3, 2020
“If you want better insight and
discernment . . . learn the importance of reverence for the Lord
and of trusting him . . . He shows
how to distinguish right from
wrong, how to find the right decision every time.”
Proverbs 2:3-5, 9 (TLB)
For the last several days you’ve seen
six different tests you can use when
making decisions. Today I have them
all listed here together. As you read
over the tests again, reflect on your
own decision-making habits. And
then read what Jesus might want to
say to you about the decisions you’ve
made in the past.
Ideal Test: Is this in harmony with
God’s Word?
For many decisions, the Bible offers
instructions or a clear principle to
follow. When you’re making a decision, consider whether God’s Word
speaks directly to what you should
do.
Integrity Test: Would I want everyone to know about this decision that
I’m making?
When you’re a person of integrity,
who you are on the inside matches
who you are on the outside. Who
you are in private is the same as who
you are in public.
Improvement Test: Will this make
me a better person?

In your life, you often won’t be
choosing between good and evil, but
between better and best. Have a high
standard and fill your life with the
best.
Independence Test: Could this begin
to control and dominate my life?
Even if something isn’t bad on the
surface, it’s bad for you if it becomes
an addiction. Christ is the only one
who deserves control in your life.
Influence Test: Will this harm other
people?
Our culture asks: What do you need?
But God demands that you think of
other people, too. If a decision you
make will harm other people, it’s the
wrong decision.
Investment Test: Is this the best use
of my time?
You don’t have time for everything,
and God doesn’t expect you to do
everything. Figure out the mission
God has for you. Invest your time in
that.
As you read through this list, you
may be haunted by bad decisions
you’ve made. You may be feeling
shame, guilt, regret, or remorse.
Maybe you were unfaithful to a
spouse. Perhaps you lied to protect
yourself. You may have done something so bad that you never have told
anyone what you’ve done.
Here’s what I think Jesus might like
to say to you today:
“I don’t care what bad decisions you
have made. You matter to me. You
are valuable to me. I love you. I will

forgive you. I can restore you. I can
even reverse some of the damage
you have brought on your life and the
lives of other people. I will welcome
you back home with open arms. I
died for those poor decisions that
you made. They’ve already been paid
for on the cross. Come to me and
give me all the pieces of your life: the
good parts, the ugly parts, the parts
that embarrass you. I will take your
pieces and give you my peace. Some
of your past decisions have caused
scars and shame. I will give you the
power and wisdom to start making
smart decisions that will lead to satisfaction and significance.”
What a deal! Who could turn that
down? If you’ve realized today that
you’ve been calling your own shots,
give that control over to God. And
enjoy the peace that will follow.
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Inside Story Headline

This story can fit 150-200
words.
One benefit of using your newsletter as a promotional tool is
that you can reuse content
from other marketing materials,
such as press releases, market
studies, and reports.
While your main goal of distributing a newsletter might be to
sell your product or service, the
key to a successful newsletter
is making it useful to your readers.
A great way to add useful content to your newsletter is to
develop and write your own
articles, or include a calendar

of upcoming events or a special
offer that promotes a new product.
You can also research articles
or find “filler” articles by accessing the World Wide Web.
You can write about a variety of
topics but try to keep your articles short.
Much of the content you put in
your newsletter can also be
used for your Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a simple way to convert your newsletter to a Web publication. So,
when you’re finished writing
your newsletter, convert it to a
Web site and post it.
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